Developing a Sense of Place

Through a Mosaic of Filters


Numerous factors, both internal and external, can influence a person’s sense of a place. The observer brings with them their own “filters” as a result of their experience, knowledge, bias, and their choice of focus.  As a person learns from their exposures, they increase the number and strength of their filters.  These filters may subconsciously affect the observer’s experience in a place, or may be purposefully imposed by the observer. As the observer, we may choose to look through the filter of an artist, a scientist, historian, or geographer.  Additionally, the place itself exerts various influences on the observer – sensory inputs, the lay of the land, proximal activity, and weather.  Finally, and most interestingly, the observer and the place interact and synergize with each other.  The relationship is ever changing and deepening.  If the observer is attuned, each experience, each moment, alters their sense of the land and, thus, affects their perception.  A more interesting question, though, is whether the relationship is reciprocal – Does the observer’s contemplation and watchful energy affect the place?  When we adopt, care about, or strive to understand a particular piece of land, do we exert a metamorphic force on the reality of that space?  

FILTERS:

Artist

The way we observe the aesthetics of a place changes with the exposure and focus as well as the filters we add. These variables affect our interpretations of the characteristics of place, offering a visual/aesthetic context. In the case of a river, the “exposures” we use ultimately change what we communicate to our audience.  Conscious and subconscious choices of filters add to the variables of how and what we record.

Learning Target:  I can study the river in the context of visual aesthetics.  I can interpret (with various mediums) the aesthetic and emotional impact of a place by exploring the visual ideals with the “exposure” I choose and through the textures, shapes, and colors I observe.
Skills:  Spatial/Visual Intelligence; creative; experience with different mediums and willingness to try new ones; ability to look from different perspectives; open to feedback; observant

Reflective Journalist

The way we feel the experiences of a place changes with the exposure and focus as well as the filters we add. These variables affect our interpretations of the characteristics of place, offering an emotional context. In the case of a river, the “exposures” we use ultimately change what we communicate to our audience.  Conscious and subconscious choices of filters add to the variables.

Learning Target:  I can study the river in the context of emotion documenting with words.  I can interpret the aesthetic and emotional impact of a place by exploring the place with the “exposure” I choose and through multiple senses, the mind and spirit, and the reality of the external world.
Skills:  Verbal/linguistic Intelligence; creative; communicator; ability to look from different perspectives; open to feedback; articulate; observant; introspective

Social Scientist

Our environment has seen varying degrees of human impact from delicate wilderness trails to severe buildings and pavement. These cultural modifications affect the characteristics of place, creating the social context. In the case of a river, the cultural modifications influence not only the character of each section of a river but the actual function.  Humans can’t always predict the outcome of interplay between the imposed modification and the river, and the original (historical) needs of the different players change overtime to new needs and new players in the future.  A social scientist strives to understand all of these relationships.

Learning Target:  I can study the river in the context of human interaction.  I can observe, question, and document using the social context filter.  This means I can synthesize my understanding of: 

· the interplay between cultural modifications and the river 
· the needs of the different players over time
Skills:  Interpersonal Intelligence; Able to see the interconnectedness; Interested in human interactions; Investigator; Interest in and open to different perspectives in a controversy

Geographer

Every piece of land exists within a geographical context.  The characteristics of a place are affected by where it is.  In the case of a river, what is happening upstream and downstream influence the character of each section of a river. Additionally, there is interplay between the surrounding land and the water – The geology and topography of the ground influence the character of the river, yet the river is also a force within the landscape, carving and altering its environment. A geographer strives to understand both of these relationships.  

Learning Target: I can describe how this section of river fits into the watershed – where it is in relation to other things in the watershed.

Learning Target:  I can describe how the river and the land (geology, land use, topography) are interacting with and affecting one another.
Skills: Spatial/Visual Intelligence; map reading; seeing the big picture; understanding interconnectedness; intuition about geology/landscapes
Ecologist

Rivers are complex systems that function, either well or poorly, to provide habitat and resources for plants, animals, and humans.  In turn, the species that live in and around a stream contribute to the stream’s level of health.  Scientists called ecologists attempt to understand and explain the individual parts of stream systems, as well as their interactions with each other.  They accomplish this through making careful, thoughtful observations and measurements, choosing to examine factors that seem relevant and/or interesting.  The ecologist then interprets their data and may then communicate information about the ecosystem to others. 

Learning Target:  I can make observations and accurately measure and record various factors about the habitat in and around the stream.

Learning Target: I can use measurements and observations of habitat conditions to make statements about the health of the habitat for fish, humans, and other animals.

Skills:  Naturalist intelligence; mathematical/logical intelligence; observant, inquisitive; meticulous; organized, articulate; seeing interconnectedness within natural systems

